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95-369 December 22, 1995 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
CENTRALIA SCHOOL PERSONNEL PARTICIPATE IN SEMINAR 
CHARLESTON -- A recent "Administrators Academy" seminar for personnel 
in the Centralia school district focused on providing effective training for future 
teachers, among other topics. 
Earlier this year, the Centralia district partnered with Eastern Illinois Universi-
ty to become a Professional Development School (PDS) site. 
Such public school sites involve teachers, administrators, business and 
industry, students and parents, university faculty and community members in the 
educational process. 
EIU student teaching faculty Brian Carey, PDS facilitator for the Centralia 
school district, and William Fischer, PDS facilitator for the Effingham district, 
conducted the two-day seminar focusing on the purpose of student teaching, 
educational changes since the publication of A Nation at Risk, roles of cooperating 
teachers and university supervisors and legal issues. 
Dan Griffin, Centralia schools superintendent, noted that school improve-
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ment plans to enhance the knowledge and skills of teachers and administrators are 
more effectively realized through collaborations between schools and the universi-
ty. 
"Through close ties with the university, school districts can meet their goals 
and, at the same time, ensure that student teachers are provided with high quality 
experiences," Griffin said. 
Griffin is one of several administrators involved in Eastern's PDS Network. In 
January 1995, six school districts in east central Illinois formed a PDS Consortium 
in collaboration with Eastern. Besides Centralia, the consortium consists of schools 
in Champaign, Charleston, Danville, Decatur and Effingham. 
Carey, Fischer and administrators in Centralia and Effingham, in consultation 
with the Illinois State Board of Education, worked for several months to design a 
seminar that addressed two goals -- strengthening public school and university 
relations and creating professional experiences for teacher and administrative 
interns. 
This seminar established guidelines and developed activities for administra-
tors who supervise student teachers and collaborate with teacher education institu-
tions. 
"Successful school-university collaboration through Eastern's PDS Network 
enables participants to have a clear understanding of roles, functions and responsi-
bilities of administrators involved in student teaching experiences. With Illinois 
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State Board of Education approval, the Administrators Academy seminar can be 
replicated in a number of school districts across Illinois," said Veronica Stephen, 
EIU's PDS coordinator. 
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NOTE TO THE EDITOR: For more information about the Eastern's PDS Network, 
contact coordinator Veronica Stephen at (217) 581-5728 or (217) 662-8553. 
